
Hampton is a beautiful rural township, set in a farming 

countryside dating to colonial times.  Verdant residential 

areas surround several lakes.  But set against this ideal of 

rustic beauty is the southeast corner of the township along 

Route 206 north out of Newton, developed over the last 20 

years with large asphalt parking lots, strip malls, big signs, 

car lots and big box stores.  This highway corridor is the 

subject of this study.  

The Vision is to develop a mixed use corridor, including 

residential uses in variety of building types and densities, 

office and other service uses, lower reliance on big box 

commercial balanced by shifting density from single family 

development elsewhere in the township, conserving open 

space, farming, views and natural ecologies. 

Slowly developing over the next 40 to 50 years, Hampton 

Township residents, stakeholders, and their consultants 

have envisioned balanced highway corridor development 

reinforced by a mix of uses, laced by a diversity of traffic 

choices, and graced by natural beauty.  

Where now there exists a generic highway strip, the com-

munity sees two traditional villages, each composed of 

two or three neighborhoods.  “Big-box” commercial and 

automotive uses will remain, but will be joined by smaller-

scale service, craft, and office uses.  Transferred from 

elsewhere in the township, residential development will 

create walk-able and well-served neighborhoods with a 

mix of accommodations and incomes.  

Open space is conserved in the corridor for residential 

amenity – for walking trails, bikeways, active recreation, 

and the passive enjoyment of nature – while open space 

elsewhere in the township is conserved at a much larger 

scale for farming uses, rural views, and ecological diversity.   

Traffic will be diffused by a more connective network of 

minor collectors and local roads, with parking in smaller 

shared lots and along residential streets.

In place of the currently sprawling commercial corridor, 

Hampton Township envisions a mature traditional com-

munity.
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